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Plan early for VBS with Gospel Advocate so that your
congregation will be better prepared to study God’s Word.
2016 VBS Kits will be available in early February.
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Springtime Planning
for Summertime VBS
by Debbie Bumbalough

far behind?” was actually part of

Percy Bysshe Shelley’s “Ode to
the West Wind.” And when spring comes,
it is time to prepare for summertime
vacation Bible school. Early preparation,
planning ahead for needed materials,
budgeting funds and recruiting workers
should be a priority in the spring quarter
of the year. With all of this planning and
preparation completed ahead of time,
you can actually enjoy teaching and look
forward to those smiling faces.

I also like another quote from William
Blake: “In seedtime learn, in harvest teach,
in winter enjoy.” Pray for a good harvest in
your Bible classes that you currently teach,
but also begin now to pray for a successful
VBS in 2016.

Once again, we offer two new kits for
the 2016 season written by members of
the church of Christ who have put in long
hours of study and teaching experience to
bring you excellent materials.

Y 7 | I f winter comes, can spring be

Lambert Book House - Away We
Go! Soaring to Bible Places
Theme: Travel allows students to

(continued on page 2)

* VBS Planning Guide
* GABible Study Books

e Curriculum Order Forms
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Springtime Planning

discover new destinations and learn from
their experiences along the way. As your
students journey to these five Bible places
— Ur, Moab, Shiloh, Capernaum and Athens
— they will encounter people who displayed

their faithfulness to God in powerful ways.
They study the deep faith of Abram, the
devotion Ruth displayed, the lifelong com-
mitment of Samuel, the astounding faith of
the centurion, and the enduring truth Paul
shared about putting God first. Proverbs
3:6 tells us “In all your ways acknowledge
Him, and He shall direct your paths.” Away
We Go! will help your students learn the

One good decision
will lead to the next

If you base every decision on the Word
of God, then one good decision will lead
to the next; it's a domino effect. But
bear in mind that the process also
works in reverse. If a person refuses to
make Bible-based decisions, it can lead
to a chain reaction from bad to worse.

Spring 2016

importance of letting God be the guide in
their lives.

Theme Verse: “In all your ways ac-
knowledge Him, and He shall direct your
paths” (Proverbs 3:6).

This series has a corresponding theme
craft kit, which includes everything you
need except tape and glue. Each kit includes
materials for six students to make five dif-
ferent crafts. Great for age 4 — 4th grade.

Lesson 1 — Ur: Abram Follows God

Bible Text: Genesis 12:1-9

Lesson Aim: To see how a deep faith in
God and a belief in His promises cause us
to seek Him throughout our lives.

Memory Verse: “By faith Abraham
obeyed when he was called to go out to the
place which he would receive as an inheri-
tance” (Hebrews 11:8).

Craft: Camel Stand-up

Lesson 2 — Moab: Ruth Shows Her Love

Bible Text: Ruth 1

Lesson Aim: To learn how love and a
strong commitment to God help us serve
and obey Him.

Memory Verse: “Wherever you go, I will
go; your people shall be my people, and
your God, my God” (Ruth 1:16).

Craft: Footprint Mobile

Lesson 3 — Shiloh: Samuel Hears God’s
Voice

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 3

Lesson Aim: To help students learn to
be committed to God and remain faithful to
Him every day.

Memory Verse: “Now the Lord came and
stood and called as at other times, ‘Samuel!
Samuel!” And Samuel answered, ‘Speak,
for your servant hears’ ” (1 Samuel 3:10).

Craft: Samuel Stick Puppet

Lesson 4 — Capernaum: A Centurion
Shows His Faith

Bible Text: Matthew 8:5-13

Lesson Aim: To learn to acknowledge

If you are really writing your life story
one day and one decision at a time, then
you have the power to determine how
your story ends. But everything hinges
on tipping the first domino. Make sure
it falls in the right direction. Great for
individual or group study.

Only $9.99

God’s power and trust Him in everything.

Memory Verse: “When Jesus heard it,
He marveled, and said to those who fol-
lowed, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I have not
found such great faith, not even in Israel!” ”
(Matthew 8:10).

Craft: Trust God Door Sign

Lesson 5 — Athens: Paul Shares the
Truth

Bible Text: Acts 17:16-33

Lesson Aim: To look closely at our lives to
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see if we are putting anything else before God. Focus: I Am the Resurrection and the Get Started
Memory Verse: “God, who made the Life (John 11:25) Organize your team of volunteers and
world and everything in it, since He is Lesson 5 — Anchor of Salvation order your VBS kits early. More time for
Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in Bible Text: John 21:1-18 (Breakfast by organization and planning often results in
temples made with hands” (Acts 17:24). the Sea) a more fruitful VBS. Call Gospel Advocate
Craft: Put God First Wheel Focus: I Am the Good Shepherd (John Bookstore at 1-800-251-8446 for help in
Lambert Bookhouse’s Preview Kit 10:11) choosing the best VBS curriculum for your
(LAM2016) is only $48.95. Promise Publishing’s Preview Kit congregation, or order your Kits on our
(PR2016) is $54.99. website at www.gospeladvocate.com. (1

Promise Publishing Presents

- The Voyage for 2016

Children will get excited about this
year’s VBS, which centers on the theme of
an old sailing adventure in search of trea- 1
sures. The five-day series is based on five L I f@ C Q n b e h Q rd
of Jesus® “I Am” statements found in the
Gospel of John. Each day students search .
for a new treasure while avoiding the dan- so rel Yy on Him
gers of the sea. In the end, they discover ‘m
that Jesus is the greatest treasure they will
ever find. The a cappella VBS theme song,
“Riches in Jesus,” will help them remem-
ber that Jesus is a treasure worth sharing.

There are specific crafts that accompany
each lesson and help with Scripture mem-
ory. Additional crafts help reinforce the
general VBS theme. As always, there are
plenty of prizes, T-shirts, skits, classroom
decorations and promotional materials.

Spring Meadows Church of Christ
minister, Dale Jenkins, has written the
adult lessons this year. The VBS theme
verse for 2016 is Revelation 22:13, “I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning
and the End, the First and the Last.” All
lessons are based on the New King James
Version.

Lesson 1 — Harbor of Peace
Bible Text: John 6:1-15 (Feeding the

NEW!

5,000)
Focus: I Am the Bread of Life (John
: 1
6:35) | You're Not the Only One
L?sson 2 — Lighthouse of Hop? e by Tatni Cabla Brav
Bible Text: John 9:1-12 (Healing the : B el o
Blind Man) : Emotions — we've all got them. Whether or not
. . we like to admit it, we all experience loneliness
Focus: I Am the Light of the World now and then or let our anger get the best of us.
(John 9:5) The important thing to realize is we are not the

Lesson 3 — Compass of Guidance only ones who feel these things.

Bible Text: John 13:1-17 (Jesus Washes
the Disciples’ Feet)

Focus: I Am the Way, the Truth, and the
Life (John 14:6) i i

Lesson 4 — Lifeboat of Safety Tami Coble Brow!

Tami Coble Brown offers insights into how
God's Word and our sisters in Christ can help
us through the rough times.

To paraphrase Proverbs 27:17: As iron sharpens
iron, so a woman sharpens the countenance of

Bible Text: John 20:1-9 (Resurrection of her friend.
Jesus) OnIy $999
GOSPEL
1-800-251-8446 e www.gospeladvocate.com AD_..__VOCATE

A TRUSTED NAME SINCE 1855



fusted Bible Studies" -

From Gospel Advocate

Your children should
grow up with

NEW! The Instrumental Music Issue
Everett Ferguson, Jack P. Lewis, and Earl West. First printed in 1987, this classic on instrumental music covers topics
that are just as relevant now as they were then. Includes a new foreword by Alan Highers.

$7.99 (52954

The Effective Edge
Gregory Alan Tidwell, Gospel Advocate editor. Scripture commands all members of the church to serve through the C U R R I C U |_ U M

gits provided by God. Learn how to combat selfishness and regain an effective edge.
$9.99 (56488

In the Beginning

Justin Rogers, Bible professor at Freed-Hardeman University, presents this fresh, practical guide to applying the
truths of Genesis to our lives today.

$9.99 G56570

Providence

Cecil May Jr. s God still working in our lives? How do we know? These questions and many more are tackled in
Cecil May Jr.'s discussion of God's providence.

$9.99 G56495

GOSPEL \
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GOSPEL ADVOCATE

New Life Baptismal Garments for Men,
Women and Young People

Dignity for the most important day of your new life

Includes: a modest, zippered, culotte style that prevents
“float-up”, minimal care, repels water, lightweight, opaque fabric
and offered in sizes Small to 5X-Large.

NAVY ONLY, Adult Sizes ,
It’s never too early

Small — 601160 $7499  2X-large—602855  $74.99
Medium — 601179 $7499  3X-large—P99923  $86.99 or too late to teach
Large — 601187 7099 4X-Large—P99924  $89.99 -

e 0118 g A P your children about
X-Large — 602752 $74.99 5X-Large — P99925 $89.99

God’s Word.

* Bible-based curriculum

e

Becoming a Christian Lecoming y

| * Meets age-appropriate needs

English and Spanish books available

e Easy-to-use lesson plans
A study workbook that will lead young people through the preparations for Becoming a
Christian. Topics include: learning about churches of Christ, what it means to be saved
and what it means to be a Christian. A review section and baptismal certificate are

¢ Built-in teacher training

included in each book. GOSPEL

Teacher:  English $4.49 270059 Spanish $4.49 gs5818 q D

Student:  English $3.49 270040 Spanish $3.49 655825 8 M
y A TRUSTED NAME SINCE 1855

1-800-251-8446 + WWW.GOSPELADVOCATE.COM 1-800-251-8446




Teaching on marriage and family life should be part of
every congregation’s family ministry plan.

Aubrey Johnson, Cecil May Jr., Lonnie Jones and Ben Hayes have just finished a new Bible class book GOSPEL

that can fill this need: The Best Husband Ever. Don’t let the name scare you. It’s a group study for men

and women that can help you become the best “family” ever. Take the challenge and order your copy ADVOCATE
Y e N

today. Better yet, introduce the book to your Bible class and see how much better the relationships of  EEE—————————
the people in your class can get. $9.99 (G56655) A TRUSTED NAME SINCE 1855

‘ﬂ

Johnson May Jones Hayes

1-800-251-8446 - order@gospeladvocate.com - www.gospeladvocate.com
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o 25 and 3s — Loving Jesus Who Loves Us HOW MANY  PRICE EACH ITEM NO.
f oI Student Workbook 339 GA3131
Handwork (1 per pupil) 339 GA3134
Companion, Foundations and Horizons continue Gospel Teacher's Guide 8.9 GA3132
Advocate’s rich heritage of Bible study with an entire year’s | leaching Resource Packet 12.99 GA3133
worth of lessons aimed at a foundational study of the faith. | Attendance Seals - Love You Bunches (1 pg.per3 student) 249 531410
4s and 5s — Jesus Loves Me
FOR FAST SERVICE CALL Student Workbook 339 GA3231
Handwork (1 per pupil) 339 GA3234
1 = 8 0 0 = 2 5 1 = 8 4 4 6 Teacher's Guide 8.99 GA3232
Teaching Resource Packet 12.99 GA3233
Topics for Companion, Foundations and Horizons Attendance Seals — Love You Bunches (1 pkg. per 3 students) 249 531410
Primary (ages 6-8/grades 1-2) — God Keeps His Promises
Year Fall Winter Spring Summer Student Workbook 339 GA3331
) Teacher's Guide 8.99 GA3332
The Miradles of Samuel: Tragedy.and Minor New Teaching Resource Packet 12.99 GA3333
2015-2016 Jests Judge and HOPe_'“ Tes.tament Attendance Seals — Jolly Jelly Beans (1 pkg. per 3 students) 2.49 43134
Prophet Jeremiah Figures Middlers (ages 8-9/grades 3-4) — Rules to Live By
Student Workbook 339 GA3431
GA Family Bible Studies Teacher's Guide 8.9 GA3432
Horizons (Teens) — Tragedy and Hope in Jeremiah Teaching Resource Packet 12.99 GA3433
Student Guide 3.49 GA3731 Juniors (ages 9-11/grades 5-6) —Jesus —Others — Yourself
Teacher's Guide 4.99 GA3732 Student Workbook 339 GA3531
Foundations (Adults) — Tragedy and Hope in Jeremiah Teacher's Guide 899 GA3532
Student Guide 3.49 GA3831 Teaching Resource Packet 12.99 GA3533
Companion 2015-2016 Annual Commentary 12.99 (56624 Heritage of Faith Song Cassette 5.99 GAS550
Lambert Book House
Student Workbooks. .........c.ooiniii $3.75  Take HOMe Papers. ......oovureeete e $3.75
Teacher'sManual............ooiiiiiiii e $4.95  Visual Aid Pack.......cveei i $10.50
AGE/GRADE LEVEL STUDENT | TEACHER | VISUAL | TAKEHOME AGE/GRADE LEVEL STUDENT | TEACHER | VISUAL | TAKE HOME
NURSERY 2 PRIMARY 3
STORIES OF JOSEPH 26301X 263028 | 263036 263044 DANIEL, EZRA, NEHEMIAH 263311 26332X | 263338 N/A
NURSERY 3 JUNIOR 4
WISE KINGS 267015 267023 | 267031 26704X ADVENTURES IN WILDERNESS 264318 264326 | 264334 N/A
PRESCHOOL 4 JUNIOR 5
ADVENTURES IN WILDERNESS 260312 260320 | 260339 260347 KINGS OF ISRAEL 265314 265322 | 265330 N/A
PRESCHOOL 5 JUNIOR 6
GOD’S KINGS 260711 26072X | 260738 260746 BRAVE SERVANTS OF GOD 28193X 281956 | 281972 N/A
PRIMARY 1 JUNIOR HI 7
JOURNEYS WITH THE ISRAELITES 261319 261327 | 261335 261343 TRAVELS WITH ISRAELITES 267317 267325 | 267333 N/A
PRIMARY 2 JUNIOR HI 8
KINGS OF ISRAEL 262315 262323 | 262331 N/A KINGS OF ISRAEL 268313 268321 26833X N/A
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21st Century Christian

Student Workbooks. . . ..ot $4.99  Teaching PICtUIeS. . ... .ouuee et $18.99
Young Teen & Youth Workbooks. . ...........c.oovviiiiineiiiiiieeannnns $5.10  Encounter Magazine (D (Young Teen — High School Printable Papers) ....... $21.99
Teacher'sManual.........oooiiiinni e $9.99  Toddler Classroom Pack w/ Teacher Manual (one pack per class) ............ $47.49
Resources w/CD (Preschool-High School) ..., §18.99  PUPPELS. ettt $21.99
Extra Student Take Home Papers ...........c.ovviiiiiiieiiiiie e $4.99 Toddlers, Teddy (106) « Preschool, Scamper (116) « Pre-K, Scout (126)
AGE/GRADE LEVEL CLASS PACK TEACHER  AGE/GRADE LEVEL STUDENT | TEACHER | VISUAL | PICTURES | TAKE HOME
TODDLER/2S (12-36 MO.) | AM HAPPY AT CHURCH; JESUS ... 282715 282723 MIDDLE ELEMENTARY (GRADES 3-4)

AGE/GRADE LEVEL STUDENT | TEACHER | VISUAL | PICTURES |TAKE HOME  JESUS'S RESURRECTION ... 287032 | 287059 |287075| N/A 345K
PRESCHOOL (AGES 3-4) PRE-TEEN (GRADES 5-6)

JESUS — IS THE SON OF GOD ... 286753 | 28677X | 286796 | 286818 | 286931 GOD PREPARES; SENDS ... 287113 | 28713X | 287156 N/A 355LW
PRE-K/KINDERGARTEN (AGES 5-6) YOUNG TEENS (GRADES 7-9)

JESUS — ISTHE SON OF GOD ... 286850 | 286877 |286893| 286818 286931 DATING; FAMOUS MEN OF THE ... 287172 | 287199 | 287210 N/A 365E
EARLY ELEMENTARY (GRADES 1-2) HIGH SCHOOL (GRADES 10-12)

JESUS LIVES!; IS POWERFUL . .. 286958 | 286974 |286990| 286915 | 287016 DATING; FAMOUS MEN OF THE ... 287237 | 287253 | 28727X| N/A 365E

21st Century Christian

Teacher'sGUIdE .........vvveere 9949 ViSUAl. .. i $19.99
Student & Activity BOOKS .........oeiii i 8509 rafte . $4.79
High School (Blueprint) Student Workbooks. ..........................t $6.59  Take HOMe Papers. ......c.vviinrie ittt $4.79
AGE/GRADE LEVEL STUDENT | TEACHER | VISUAL | CRAFT | TAKE HOME ~ AGE/GRADE LEVEL STUDENT | TEACHER | VISUAL| CRAFT |TAKE HOME
TODDLER (18-36 MO.) UPPER ELEMENTARY (GRADES 4-5)

GOD GIVES US; JESUS IS SPECIAL ... N/A T-30 731 | T-33 N/A JESUS IS OUR FRIEND AND SAVIOR ... U-32 U-30 U-31 | N/A U-34
PRESCHOOL (3 YEARS-PRE-K) MIDDLE SCHOOL (GRADES 6-8)

GOD'S — SPECIAL SON; WONDERFUL ... N/A P-30 P-31 | P-33 P-34 JESUS IS OUR FRIEND AND SAVIOR ... M-32 M-30 | M-31 | N/A N/A
EARLY ELEMENTARY (K-GRADE 1) HIGH SCHOOL (GRADES 9-12)

GOD'S — SPECIAL SON; WONDERFUL ... K-32 K-30 K-31 | K-33 K-34 JESUS IS OUR FRIEND AND SAVIOR ... H-32 H-30 N/A N/A N/A
ELEMENTARY (GRADES 2-3)

JESUS IS OUR FRIEND AND SAVIOR ... E-32 E-30 E-31 | E-33 E-34

Lambert Book House

Student Workbooks. . .....oovveii i 8375  PIctUres to Color. ...ttt $8.95
TeachersManual...........coooiuiiiiii e $4.95  Visual Aid Pack. .. ........oiueiinii i $10.50
AGE/GRADE LEVEL STUDENT | TEACHER | VISUAL | PICTURES AGE/GRADE LEVEL STUDENT | TEACHER | VISUAL | PICTURES

2 YEAR OLDS 3RD GRADE

JESUS, SON OF GOD 253014 253022 | 253030 253057 THE OLD AND THE NEW 253316 253324 | 253332 N/A

3 YEAR OLDS 4TH GRADE

JESUS’ FRIENDS OBEY 25701X 257028 | 257036 257052 STORIES JESUS TOLD 254312 254320 N/A N/A

4 YEAR OLDS 5TH GRADE

MIRACLES OF JESUS 250317 250325 | 250333 25035X REVEALING ROMANS 255319 255327 N/A N/A

5 YEAR OLDS 6TH GRADE

PAUL’S JOURNEYS FOR JESUS 250716 250724 | 250732 250759 PAUL'S SHORT LETTERS 256315 256323 N/A N/A

15T GRADE 7TH GRADE

FRIENDS OF JESUS 251313 251321 | 25133X N/A POWERFUL PRINCIPLES 257311 25732X N/A N/A

2ND GRADE 8TH GRADE

WORKING FOR JESUS 25231X 252328 | 252336 N/A FAITH AT WORK 258318 258326 N/A N/A
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Bibles for VBS and More!

KJV Gift and Award Bible I ESV Gift and Award Bible
I{JV Imitation leather, 5%x 7"%", 7-point type ; Imitation leather, 5.375 x 8.475", 7.5-point type
Black (162), Red (162R), Blue (162B). = Black (C43755), Burgundy (C43762),
Gift & Award : Blue (C47683).
| Only $5.99!
Cases of 24 -$4.00 per Bible & ONLY $7.99!
R— Cases of 24 - $5.99 per Bible
T

NKJV Gift and Award Bible HOLY Best-Selling Baptism Bible
Leatherflex cover, 5%ex 7%", 7.5 point type. BIBLE NKJV Nelson Center-Column Reference Bible
Black (412), Red (412R), Blue (412B). SErERENGCE Includes concordance and 8-point type.
Black (3005), Burgundy (3005BG).
Reg. $7.99
ONLY $6.99! Reg.$24.97
SALE $19.97!

Cases of 24 - $4.50 per Bible

GLo

Sale prices expire June 30, 2016. Shipping is additional on all orders. Residents of TN and TX add sales tax. BOOKSTORES



