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Who today would believe 
that the members 

of the original Congress 
considered the Bible 

so important that they made 
certain – even in wartime – 

Bibles were available 
to the American population?



February 2013  •  Gospel advocate  13Photos: istockPhoto

T here was a time in Ameri-
can civilization when 
the Bible was integral to 
every aspect of life. It was 

reverenced in the home. It was taught 
and used in schools. It was incorpo-
rated into our laws and integrated into 
our courts of justice. It was quoted 
by politicians, judges, educators and 
even entertainers. It permeated the 
great literature of Western civilization. 
The Bible was so thoroughly part and 
parcel of American culture that a Bible 
was – and is still – included in most 
motel and hotel rooms across America. 

But with the multitude of attacks on 
the integrity, inspiration and inerrancy 
of the Bible during the last century, 
respect for the Bible has waned sig-
nificantly. Particularly after World 
War II, serious erosion of confidence 
in the Bible as the divine Word of God 
has occurred in American culture, 
concomitant with the rapidly evapo-
rating Christian worldview.

Yet the historical truth is that the 
Bible exerted a tremendous influ-
ence on the formation of the nation. 
The bulk of the founders recognized 
the integral role of the Bible in the 
republic they sought to establish. The 
historical evidence is overwhelm-
ing. For example, the Continental 
Congress considered the Bible so 
important to national life that they 
actually passed resolutions to make 
certain that Bibles were in abundance 
in the country. With the onset of the 

Revolutionary War, they directed a 
committee to investigate ways by 
which Bibles could be secured. 

The committee made its report on 
Sept. 11, 1777, stating “that the use of 
the Bible is so universal, and its impor-
tance so great … your Committee rec-
ommend [sic] that Congress will order 
the Committee of Commerce to import 
20,000 Bibles from Holland, Scotland, 
or elsewhere, into the different ports 
of the states in the Union.” Congress 
promptly ordered the importation. 

Four years later, as the shortage of 
Bibles continued and as the colonies 
suffered from the effects of the British 
embargo, importation became suf-
ficiently impractical, so Congress was 
again petitioned for approval, this time 
to print Bibles in America rather than 
import them. The request was approved, 
and upon completion of the printing, 
on Thursday, Sept. 12, 1782, the full 
Congress not only approved the edition 
but gave permission for its endorsement 
to be placed in the front of the Bible. It 
read: “Whereupon, Resolved, That the 
United States in Congress assembled … 
recommend this edition of the Bible to 
the inhabitants of the United States.” 

Who today would believe that the 
members of the original Congress of 
the United States, consisting of scores 
of founders, considered the Bible so 
important to national existence that they 
would expend effort – even in wartime 
– to make certain that Bibles were avail-
able to the American population?

The Testimonies of  
America’s Forefathers

Numerous founders gave eloquent 
testimony to the critical importance of 
the Bible to America. For example, a 
Constitution signer and the secretary 
of war under the first two presidents, 
James McHenry, insisted: “The Holy 
Scriptures … can alone secure to soci-
ety, order and peace, and to our courts 
of justice and constitutions of govern-
ment, purity, stability, and usefulness. 
In vain, without the Bible, we increase 
penal laws and draw entrenchments 
around our institutions. Bibles are strong 
entrenchments. Where they abound, 
men cannot pursue wicked courses.”

George Washington – a quintes-
sential founder and the one man who 
has gone down in American history by 
universal assent as “the father of our 
country” – was the first president of 
the United States. History records that 
after taking the oath of office at his in-
auguration, he leaned down and kissed 
the Bible. Such an action reflects a 
deep reverence for the Word of God. 

Elias Boudinot served as the presi-
dent of the Continental Congress from 
1782 to 1783. In his The Age of Revela-
tion (a response to Thomas Paine’s The 
Age of Reason), he declared: “Were 
you to ask me to recommend the most 
valuable book in the world, I should 
fix on the Bible as the most instruc-
tive, both to the wise and the ignorant. 
Were you to ask me for one, afford-
ing the most rational and pleasing 
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entertainment to the inquiring mind, 
I should repeat, it is the Bible: and 
should you renew the inquiry, for the 
best philosophy, or the most interesting 
history, I should still urge you to look 
into your Bible. I would make it, in 
short, the Alpha and Omega of knowl-
edge; And be assured, that it is for 
want of understanding the scriptures, 
both of the Old and New Testament, 
that so little value is set upon them by 
the world at large.”

Noah Webster, the man responsible 
for standardizing American English 
with the publication of his uniquely 
American dictionary (and who knew 
more than 20 languages), insisted: 
“Citizens should early understand that 
the genuine source of correct republi-
can principles is the Bible, particularly 
the New Testament, or the Christian 
religion.” Webster also insisted that “the 
Bible is the chief moral cause of all that 
is good and the best corrector of all that 
is evil in human society; the best book 
for regulating the temporal concerns 
of men.” He further claimed: “All the 
miseries and evils which men suffer 
from vice, crime, ambition, injustice, 
oppression, slavery and war, proceed 
from their despising or neglecting the 
precepts contained in the Bible.” 

Who today believes these state-
ments or sees their direct application 
to the current moral and spiritual 
condition of the country? According 
to this founding father, the Bible is 
responsible for our republic, for our 
civil liberty, for our constitutions of 
government, and for correcting and 
regulating human behavior. Yet we 
have banned the Bible from public 
schools, we allow college professors 
to impugn its inspiration and integrity, 
and our courts have disallowed its use 
in jury deliberation rooms. 

Never in their wildest dreams did 
the great architects of American law 

imagine that judges would one day 
ban the Bible from its central role in 
the administration of legal justice. 
They, in fact, lived at a time when a 
courtroom witness was sworn in by 
placing his hand on the Bible. Every 
U.S. president from the very begin-
ning has done the same.

Declaration of Independence 
signer and physician Dr. Benjamin Rush 
stated: “We profess to be republicans, 
and yet we neglect the only means of 
establishing and perpetuating our repub-
lican forms of government, that is, the 
universal education of our youth in the 
principles of Christianity by the means 
of the Bible.” He also asserted: “If the 
Bible did not convey a single direction 
for the attainment of future happiness, it 
should be read in our schools in prefer-
ence to all other books.” Indeed, the 
Bible characterized American educa-
tion from the beginning and continued 
its prominent status well into the 20th 
century with popular and widely used 
books like The New England Primer, 
McGuffey’s Eclectic Readers, and The 
Original Blue Back Speller. These 
books were saturated with the Bible.

Another telling indication of the 
influence of the Bible on the founders 
and the establishment of our nation 
is seen in their affiliations with Bible 
societies that were formed to facilitate 
the distribution of Bibles throughout the 
country. The American Bible Society 
was founded for a single purpose: “to 
encourage a wider influence of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment.” 

A listing of the founders, officers 
and members of that society is a 
veritable who’s who of the founders 
of America. The founder and first 
president of the society was Elias 
Boudinot, and the first vice presi-
dent of the society was the first chief 
justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, 
John Jay. Numerous other founders 

served as members and officers. They 
unquestionably believed the success of 
the nation depended on the influence 
of the Bible on the country.

The Proclamations of the  
Continental Congress

While much more evidence could 
be provided that confirms the for-
mative influence of the Bible on the 
founding of America, consider one 
additional class of evidences: the 15 
proclamations issued by the Continen-
tal Congress to the entire nation dur-
ing the eight tumultuous years of the 
Revolutionary War. Not only are these 
proclamations filled with allusions 
and quotations from the Bible, but 
they also make direct appeals for the 
population to conform to the Bible. 

For example, the proclamation is-
sued in March 1779 included a plea to 
God: “That he will grant us his Grace 
to repent of our Sins, and amend our 
Lives, according to his Holy Word.” 
In October 1780, their proclamation 
included admonitions to Americans to 
offer “devout and thankful acknowl-
edgments … above all, in continuing to 
us the enjoyment of the gospel of peace 
… that it may please him to pardon 
our heinous transgressions and incline 
our hearts for the future to keep all his 
laws” and that He might “cause the 
knowledge of Christianity to spread 
over all the earth.” 

The March 1782 proclamation 
included these words: “The United 
States in Congress assembled, 
therefore, taking into consideration 
our present situation, our multiplied 
transgressions of the holy laws of our 
God,” and in October of the same 
year, they declared: “the United States 
in Congress assembled … do further 
recommend to all ranks, to testify 
their gratitude to God for his good-
ness, by a cheerful obedience to his 
laws.” All such references (“Holy 
Word,” “gospel of peace,” “holy laws,” 
“his laws”) are allusions to the Bible – 
not the Quran or the Hindu Vedas.

Much disagreement exists regard-
ing the foundations of civil government 
and the perpetuation of civilization and 
society. The current “politically cor-
rect” viewpoint insists that the strength 
of America lies in its pluralism – the 
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acceptance and celebration of differing 
religions, ideologies and philosophies. 
The widespread attempt to sanitize 
American schools, courts and govern-
ment by eradicating all references to 
God, Christ and the Bible is a reflection 
of this belief. The thought is that the sta-
bility and continuance of the nation lies 
in its willingness to celebrate diversity, 
embrace tolerance and integrate non-
Christian values into American culture. 

In stark contrast, the architects of 
American civilization stated just the 
opposite. Documentation from the 
founding era overwhelmingly demon-
strates the enormity of the influence of 
the Bible in the formation and perpetu-
ation of the republic. When Christians 
vote for political leaders based on 
their wallet or their party rather than 
selecting God-fearing individuals who 
reverence the Bible, our national future 
is bleak. The present widespread loss 
of respect for and interest in the Bible 
must inevitably result in national doom.

Robert Winthrop, a former speaker 
of the U.S. House of Representatives, 
delivered a speech on May 28, 1849, 
that well summarizes the influence 
of the Bible on America’s founding: 
“Men, in a word, must necessarily be 
controlled either by a power within 
them or by a power without them; 
either by the Word of God or by the 
strong arm of man; either by the Bible 
or by the bayonet.” Crime is rampant, 
and our prisons are full. Yet as a na-
tion we are opting for the strong arm 
of man rather than the Word of God.

God still declares: “But on this one 
will I look: on him who is poor and 
of a contrite spirit, and who trembles 
at My word” (Isaiah 66:2 nkjv). We 
have removed the Bible from public 
life to our disgrace – and at dire peril. 
May God bless us with a sufficient 
number of citizens, educators, preach-
ers and political leaders who will 
recall America from its shame (1 
Corinthians 15:34). May God bless 
Americans with the will to return 
to the Bible in order to bask in the 
marvelous light of His glorious Word 
(1 Peter 2:9). ❏
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