
PREFACE

For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed 
(John 3:20). Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you (James 4:7).

No matter how many people steal, stealing remains wrong. 
No matter how many people are corrupt, corruption remains 
wrong. No matter how many people betray public trust, that 
action remains wrong. The fact that any misdeed becomes 
popular does not make it permissible. The problem of evil 
is not solved by multiplication. – Sidney Greenberg1

Siblings can differ greatly. The twin sons of Isaac and Rebekah, Esau 
and Jacob, differed greatly in their desires and outlooks on life; yet 

they came from the same father and mother. Early in life they lived in 
the same tent, heard the same stories of their father and grandfather, 
and ate the same food. Yet they looked and spoke differently. One was 
hairy and the other smooth, and Isaac, although aged and blind, could 
still distinguish the voice of Esau from the voice of Jacob. 

Differences do not change parentage. With all our disparities and diversity, 
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we are still the children of God the Father. He is the “Father of spirits”  
(Hebrews 12:9). He is the Father of everyone’s spirit; everyone in all places 
with all languages for all time. Paul proclaimed at Mars Hill that God

made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all 
the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and 
the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek 
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him 
and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 
for “In him we live and move and have our being”; as even 
some of your own poets have said, “For we are indeed his 
offspring” (Acts 17:26-28).

He created each one and will judge each one. He commands all 
men everywhere to repent. We are all accountable to the Lord. We 
are accountable whether we know it, whether we acknowledge it, or 
whether we agree to it. 

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of 
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from 
his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him 
to whom we must give account (Hebrews 4:12-13).

Time and distance do not erase accountability. A change in the winds 
of cultural worldview does not release anyone from God’s jurisdiction. 
We are accountable to Him in matters large and small.

The covenant of Jesus Christ has been open to all people since the 
day of Pentecost; “the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation 
for all people” (Titus 2:11). Jesus is Lord of all, and “in every nation 
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him” (Acts 
10:35-36). We cannot hope to enjoy the blessings of salvation apart 
from commitment to the Lord. If the blessing is offered to all, so is the 
accountability. Covenants come with blessings and responsibilities, 
and the covenant of Christ is no less. Although everyone can call Jesus 
“Lord,” those who will not do His will speak in vain. “Not everyone 
who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 
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one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). 
Only those who do His will can hope to claim His favor and blessing. 
One cannot have Jesus as Savior if he does not treat Jesus as Lord.

Pointing to Jesus alone as Savior and Lord runs counter to the post-
modern mind. Postmodernists are not content to let Him or any religion 
have power over their lives. They believe postmodern man is wiser 
than God, and God must be held in check to the “religiously correct” 
views of the day. They feel free to bully the God of the Bible with 
their “superior” ethic and tolerance. They feel the need to hold God 
accountable to the cultural mores of the day. They forget that men 
remain accountable to God.

If postmodernists were set adrift in the last decade by their mindset, 
they are well on their way to being utterly confused at the present. They 
know what they do not want, but what they do not want is what they 
most need. They are experimenting with the old and the new; they are 
seeking but not finding. They have nothing authentic to say because 
they do not know what is authentically best. They do not find because 
they have quit looking in the place they most need to look. They have 
quit listening where they most need to listen. The world will not lead 
them closer to the Lord; only the Word of God can do that. So with 
ruthless abandon they journey farther from God without realizing it. 
Without God, they are without hope and without real direction. They 
have left themselves vulnerable to whatever deception comes along. In 
time they will collapse under their confusion because they built their 
lives on a foundation of sand.

My hope in this book is to speak to the pressing issues of our day, 
the mindsets that destroy our faith and our hope. In this sequel to my 
former book Adrift, I want to look in the first two chapters into the 
foundation of our faith, realizing God’s universal plan revealed in the 
living and abiding Word. In chapters 3-11, the reader will be able to 
explore the cultural changes affecting the church and how they are 
revealed through the new mindsets of an emerging church and popular 
religion. The final two chapters bring us back to the need to find what 
God approves and to take a long look at the cross.

With deep appreciation to many, I offer this sequel to Adrift. I have 
written it with the church in mind, hoping to help elders, ministers and 



14 • A Faith Built on Sand

brethren who love the Lord to make some sense of the vast changes 
taking place in society and in the religious world. No one knows every-
thing, and I am subject to mistakes in fact or in judgment, for which I 
alone am responsible. I pray I have opened a discussion, however, about 
the most important matters of life and how we are to understand them.

My profound thanks to my dear friend Greg Tidwell not only for 
writing the foreword for this book but also for his enduring friendship 
and encouragement. Greg encouraged me in the writing of Adrift and 
encouraged me all the more in this book. He is a trusted brother and a 
fellow soldier for the cause of Christ. Without his help and wisdom, I 
would be much poorer indeed.

I am grateful to my mentors William Jones of Oklahoma Christian 
University, Jimmy Jividen, Cecil May, Tom Holland and Neil Ander-
son. These precious men have helped to shape my life.

I am grateful to my co-workers at In Search of the Lord’s Way for 
their patience with me as I wrote. They have helped me greatly, and 
I treasure them. Thank you Mack Lyon, Chris Lyon, Craig Dodgen, 
Kerry Campbell, Jerry Campbell, Barbara Campbell, Donna Demos 
and Kendal Edmison.

To my four daughters and my sons-in-law who have helped me 
greatly to understand the times and to know what a Christian should do, 
I can only express my deepest thanks. They have patiently endured my 
discourses and helped me sharpen my thinking. I love each of them as 
God’s great gift to my wife, Jackie, and me. As with my earlier book, 
I wrote this book with them in mind. But now, a decade later, I have 
several grandchildren whose futures cause me the greatest concern.

My parents, Harley and Euletta Sanders, have been such a deep 
source of faith and dedication in my life. Their decisions to live for the 
Lord led me to do the same. I treasure the memory of my father and 
the abiding faith of my dear mother. I am a preacher because of them. 
I must also recognize the memory of my father-in-law and mother-in-
law, Jack and Bernice Dodgen, whose deep commitment to what is 
right has often refreshed my spirit and encouraged me. 


