
Chapter 1

“[B]ut, speaking the truth in love, [we] grow up in all things 
into Him who is the head – Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).

Chris could feel all three sets of eyes staring at him as his mind 
raced 100 miles per hour. He noticed that he was gripping his cup 

a little tighter as he searched for the right words. How had a Tuesday 
evening coffee trip suddenly turned so stressful? He had been sitting 
with some friends at the usual table of the local cafe, a weekly tradition 
they had enjoyed for more than a year. And in many ways, this outing 
had been just like every other one they had spent together. They had 
been laughing about last night’s TV shows, making fun of each others’ 
favorite sports teams, previewing next weekend’s football matchups, 
and telling their entertaining stories from the past week. But then some-
thing unique had happened. Somehow the conversation had turned to 
religion. And somehow the focus had turned to Chris.  

You see, Chris now worshiped regularly at the Main Street Church 
of Christ just a few blocks from the cafe, but he had grown up attend-
ing the Thompson Road Church of Christ in his hometown. During 
his sophomore year in high school, he had privately asked his youth 
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minister some questions about heaven and salvation. After looking at 
a few Bible passages together and having a talk with his parents, Chris 
made up his mind: He was baptized the next night. Now, years later, right 
here on an otherwise ordinary Tuesday evening, Chris was asked why 
he had decided to be baptized. Before he even had a chance to answer, 
one of his friends expressed his feeling that Chris had done something 

strange, perhaps even wrong. Af-
ter all, he said, his preacher had 
always taught that you didn’t need 
to be baptized to be saved. Another 
member of their group spoke up, 
saying he had been baptized when 
he was a baby but really wasn’t 
sure why. Knowing that Chris’ 

church taught that a person should be baptized, they returned to him. 
“So, Chris, why were you baptized?”

This was an opportunity that did not come Chris’ way very often – a 
chance to tell his closest friends what God has to say about baptism.  
The topic had never come up before, and, to say the least, he hadn’t 
spent a lot of time practicing for this moment. But he knew this was a 
valuable opportunity to “give a defense” for what he believed (1 Peter 
3:15) and maybe even bring his friends closer to God. His friends were 
listening, and Chris had a chance to speak. He gathered himself, took 
one more sip of his coffee as he said a quick prayer in his mind, and 
began trying to explain.

Have you ever found yourself in this type of situation – asked what 
you believe about baptism or salvation? If you haven’t yet, you certainly 
will. It may be in the local cafe against the backdrop of a relaxing fall 
evening. It may be on a car trip downtown, at a get-together in your 
living room, or in the break room at work. Whenever they arise, these 
opportunities are usually unplanned and, sadly, often squandered. To 
make the most of them, we must know what the Bible says beforehand 
and know it well enough to explain it.

With that thought in mind, it’s important to embark on your own 
mission to find the truth about baptism, both for yourself and for those 
you one day may have the chance to bring closer to God. One needs to 
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know what God says about this controversial topic. But before diving 
headfirst into a discussion about it, it’s wise first to prepare yourself by 
considering a valuable phrase found in Ephesians 4:15: “speaking the 
truth in love.” What an important idea! We must first know the truth 
to speak it. And realizing the importance (and sensitivity) of the topic, 
we also must speak it in love. Let’s consider these two basic principles 
as they relate to our study of baptism.

Importance of Truth When Discussing Baptism
Naturally, I would hope that a determination to find the truth and tell 

it to others would be desired by all of us, no matter what the topic was 
being discussed. However, I would suggest that finding and presenting 
the truth about the subject of baptism are more important endeavors 
than most. It’s important not only because we must decide individually 
what to do about baptism in our own lives but also because what we 
believe about baptism will likely influence those around us.

For example, let’s imagine an honest, truth-seeking friend comes to 
me to talk about faith. This friend has decided he needs to get his life 
right and asks me what he must do to be saved. What do I tell him? 
Should baptism be part of my response or not? How do I know? Even 
if I fully believed what I was saying were true, if my answer is not 
God’s answer, what kind of effect would I be having on his spiritual 
– and possibly eternal – life? I might be hindering him from obeying 
God and receiving salvation. That’s a sad thought – and certainly not 
a situation in which I would want to find myself.

Further, let’s imagine a friend from church comes to me with ques-
tions about his baptism. He explains that he was “baptized” as a baby, 
which naturally meant that he had no control or say in the matter. Be-
cause he had not known why he was going into the water at the time 
and, therefore, did so without an understanding faith, he now wonders 
whether his baptism was acceptable to God. What do I tell him? Do I 
encourage him to be baptized with an understanding faith or tell him 
that as long as he had been in water with the right words spoken over 
him, he was fine? What are my reasons for either answer? Certainly 
we will not always know the right thing to say when talking to others, 
and often we won’t have all the answers, but we surely want to do the 
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best we can. The point is clear: The matter of baptism is tied to eternal 
salvation, and therefore it is one we need to understand as well as we 
possibly can – for ourselves and for others.

Another reason why it’s important for us to discover the truth about 
baptism for ourselves is that the religious world at large offers so 
many different views about it. Whom are we going to listen to? Will 
we simply take someone else’s word for it? You may be the smartest, 
kindest person in the world, but I won’t blindly accept what you say 
if it’s going to affect my eternal destiny. After all, even the smartest 
among us can be wrong sometimes. As we search for the correct teach-
ing, therefore, we must filter through the various viewpoints offered 
by the world – and there are many of them. Many believe that baptism 
is necessary for salvation. Others believe baptism is only an option, 
a symbol of salvation already received. Some believe that baptism is 
full immersion in water, whereas others believe baptism can be done 
by sprinkling or pouring. Some believe baptism must be done with the 
right purpose. Still others believe that as long as a person undergoes 
a religious act involving water and calls it “baptism,” then it doesn’t 
matter whether the person understands what he or she is doing. Clearly, 
not all of these views can be right.

How can we possibly know the truth with so many competing voices? 
Should we just throw up our hands and give up? Of course not! We 
must remember that the only true standard is the Bible. We must be 
determined to listen to what the Bible says, realizing that it is the only 
100 percent trustworthy religious guide. As we consider various view-
points during our study, we must compare each of them to Scripture, 
always using the Bible as our standard of truth.

Look at the example of the Bereans in Acts 17:11. They were glad 
to listen to anything Paul had to say, but they wouldn’t accept it for 
themselves unless it was confirmed by Scripture. That’s the right at-
titude. Because the teachings of the Bible will judge us, we must let 
them be our guide. If we don’t, we risk allowing someone else’s mis-
take to keep us from knowing what God wants. Standing where God 
stands on this matter is extremely important. Why? Because what we 
find the Bible to say about baptism will significantly affect our own 
spiritual future and potentially the spiritual future of those around us.
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Importance of Love When Discussing Baptism
As we’ve seen, people have many different ideas about baptism. 

What usually happens when people begin discussing topics about which 
they disagree? Arguments. Shouting. Hurt feelings. This is the case 
with almost any controversial topic, and religion is no different – es-
pecially when we start talking about issues of salvation (an extremely 
important subject but also an extremely sensitive one). Sadly, many 
harsh words have been exchanged through the years during discus-
sions about baptism. No doubt friendships have been broken, churches 
have been split and enemies have 
been made. So what can we do to 
avoid such outcomes? We must 
show people an attitude that is not 
argumentative or self-serving. But 
aren’t we supposed to teach the truth boldly? Yes, we are, but we are 
also supposed to teach it in love (Ephesians 4:15).

Regardless of how true something is, if it’s presented in a rude or 
arrogant way, people will not want to listen to it. Let’s say you come 
up to me and defiantly shout that I am totally ignorant and wrong in 
what I believe and that if I don’t do what you tell me to do, I will find 
myself in hell for eternity and deserving every minute of it. Do you 
think I would listen to you? No way. I wouldn’t care what you had to 
say, even if you were right. You’ve already injured my pride, and my 
ears are shut. I’m feeling backed into a corner, and I’m probably about 
to start shouting and arguing my way out of it. It’s not enough simply 
to know the truth about baptism and start telling people. We must tell 
them with a spirit of love, keeping an attitude of humility and respect 
alongside our spiritual boldness. 

I point this out to be very clear about the purpose of this book: We 
want the world (starting with ourselves) to know the Bible’s teachings 
about baptism and salvation. We want people to be saved. We don’t 
study baptism or any other topic just to be able to win an argument 
or sound smarter than someone else. This is not about finding who is 
wrong and who is right. We should be aware of other viewpoints so 
we can compare them to Scripture, but our chief goal is not to start 
pointing fingers. Our goal is to find the truth so that we can prepare 

As we search for the cor-
rect teaching, we must filter 
through the various view-
points offered by the world.
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ourselves to get to heaven and help others do the same, not to insult 
those who have not been taught what the Bible says.

As we study our way through the Bible’s teachings about baptism, 
we should remember to do so with a spirit of love. My hope is for this 
book to present the truth simply in a way that is clear and respectful. 
Together we will stand up for truth and discover some misconceptions 
often found in the religious world, but we will not be demeaning or 
arrogant about it. We will not laugh at the ignorance of those who have 
not been taught the truth on this matter. Instead, we will be respectful 
and fair about others’ viewpoints as we try to fulfill our God-given 
obligation to find and stand up for the truth. The world has many sin-
cere people who need to hear what the Bible says about baptism; let’s 
not turn them off with poor attitudes. Let’s present the truth to them 
boldly but with a spirit of love.

And So We Begin …
With our overall goals and challenges now firmly in mind, we can 

look to the plan for the rest of this book. Section 1 of the book is an 
introduction to and discussion of the New Testament’s teachings about 
baptism. After laying that foundation, we’ll move to Section 2, where 
we’ll consider common questions and objections to the importance 
of baptism. This study will help us get a broader perspective on the 
Bible’s teaching about the relationship between baptism and salvation. 
Finally, Section 3 of our study will draw some final conclusions about 
how we should apply what we’ve learned about baptism. My prayer is 
that as we cross the finish line in the next 12 chapters, we will all have 
a greater understanding of God’s will.

Clearly, we are beginning a study of utmost importance. Some dif-
ficult questions will be asked, but the truth about baptism is a message 
we need to know and the world needs to hear. Let us approach it with 
eagerness and humility. This topic is important to every single person 
in the world – including each one of us. At some point in our lives, we 
must make our own decision about baptism, and when that time comes 
(if it hasn’t come already), we must make a choice that will decide what 
spiritual direction our lives will take. Will we have the knowledge to 
make the right decision? At other times in our lives, we will be asked 
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about baptism. When those times come, we will have an opportunity 
to show someone God’s will for his life. Will we be ready? I pray this 
study will help you in all these situations.

Discussion Questions
 1. Have you ever found yourself in a discussion about baptism with your 

friends or family? What did you say? Did others agree or disagree?

 2. Why is it important that we be able to tell people what the Bible 
says about baptism? What might be the result if we were to teach 
someone incorrectly about baptism?

 3. What are some of the varying religious ideas about baptism today? 
Can they all be right? What is the only way to know the truth about 
the matter?

 4. Why do you think baptism is often a sensitive topic to discuss? 
Do you believe God wants us to talk about the truth even if it’s 
controversial? (Hint: Read Jude 3.)

 5. Has anyone ever told you something that was true but did so with 
a rude or arrogant attitude? How did this affect your response to 
what was said?

 6. Why is it so important that we be able to explain what the Bible 
says with an attitude of love?

 7. How might a study of baptism affect the rest of your life?

Personal Reflection
 1. Please take time to pray that God will bless us as we begin this study 

together. Pray that we will bring the right attitude to our study – one 
of humility and truth-seeking. Pray that we will find and understand 
the truth. Pray that we will be better equipped to obey and to teach 
others to obey the Bible’s teachings about baptism and salvation. 
Never forget the importance of prayer in any endeavor.
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 2. If you have been baptized, why were you baptized? What would 
you say if your friends asked you that question? If someone asked 
you how to be saved, could you use a study of the Bible to answer 
him or her? 

 3. If you have not been baptized, why not? Have you ever thought 
about why others have been baptized? Have you ever studied or 
asked about baptism before? Be thinking about it for yourself.


